EVELYN'S   FRIENDS
which Evelyn most admired and who was a supporter
in the changing turmoil of public affairs of the
principles with regard to Church and State which
he so often maintains. But a great deal more is
known of Lady Sunderland and her husband than
can be gathered from these fragments.
Robert Spencer, 2nd Earl of Sunderland, has been
described as the craftiest, most rapacious and most
unscrupulous of all the politicians of his age. A mere
catalogue of his shameless intrigues, his religious
recantations and his ceaseless machinations to retain
power is sufficient to show that at every stage he
must have offended the religious and political
susceptibilities of a man of Evelyn*s views and
disposition. He married Anne Digby, a rich and
beautiful heiress,, who is referred to as a born intrigante
and his match in duplicity.* She shared in his
intrigues without having any squeamish scruples
about marital fidelity. Only one of the episodes in
their career need be cited. Sunderland renounced
Protestantism to get into favour with James II.
While he was serving this King, he was receiving
a pension from France, and through his wife's lover,
Henry Sidney (afterwards Earl of Romney), he was
furnishing William of Orange with particulars about
affairs in England.
How could Evelyn be attracted by such people?
The answer is that Anne had a beautiful garden and
was fond of reading and Intellectual pursuits. This
is not the only instance In which he was ready to turn
^Dictionary of National Biography*
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